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House Manager: Learning New Responsibilities in Fraternity Life
When I ran for house manager last se-

mester, I knew that it would be one of the 
biggest challenges in my life so far. Being in 
charge of maintaining the house and keep-
ing it in good condition while also making 
sure regular operations run smoothly was 
definitely an enormous responsibility. I was 
proud and honored that my brothers be-
lieved in me and had no doubts that I’d be 
able to succeed in this position.

The first few weeks were extremely 
rough. Not only was organizing the 
weekly cleaning of such a big house diffi-
cult to manage, but we experienced some 
problems with our heating system as our 
pipes were too old and could not keep 
up with one of the coldest winters we’ve 
had in years. The fact that Daniel Balen-
tine ’12 left Cornell that semester upon 
graduation didn’t help. However, we 

had to move forward and undertake the 
project of fixing the heating system. De-
spite losing one of our key mentors, and 
thanks to the generous contribution and 
insightful advice of Jon Bellante ’06 and 
Victor Aprea ’02, we were able to finish 
this project at the end of February. There 
is a new heating system that works for 
one side of the house, which is more ef-
ficient on energy and more effective tech-
nologically than the older existing system. 

Throughout the spring, we’ve been try-
ing to improve the situation in the front 
yard. Brother Justin Kontur ’14 has already 
drafted a possible budget, and we are 
waiting for the authorization of Brother 
Jared to undertake the project. The past 
two months have definitely been a great 
experience for me in the sense that I 
learned how to be a leader of men and 

how to manage people. I also learned 
things that are fundamental in fraternity 
life such as interacting with alumni, com-
municating with contractors, and taking 
care of administrative responsibilities. In 
addition to being given the opportunity 
to be involved with the house, I have be-
come a more responsible person.

Ben Dalusma ’15
House Manager

One of my goals upon being elected 
philanthropy chair was to provide the broth-
erhood with a number of community service 
and philanthropic opportunities through-
out the semester in addition to the main 
event sponsored by the fraternity. I believe 
that philanthropy is very important to the 
fraternity as it is one of the few things that 
separates a fraternity from a group of friends 
living together in a house. Thus, I am work-
ing to encourage increased brotherhood 
involvement in our philanthropy events, as 
well as other events on campus and in the 
Ithaca community. 

This semester a number of our broth-
ers participated in Relay for Life, which 
was sponsored by Cornell in Barton Hall 
with all proceeds going to the American 
Cancer Society. Relay for Life is an over-
night community fundraising walk in 
which teams camp out around a track and 
take turns walking laps. Phi Delt’s Relay for 
Life team raised nearly $500 for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society. Additionally, some 
brothers spent their spring break in Mon 
County, West Virginia, volunteering with 
Habitat for Humanity, where they helped 
construct a home for an underprivileged 
family. NY Alpha also sponsored a hole at 
Phi Sigma Sigma’s philanthropy golf tour-
nament, which was April 20, to benefit the 
Phi Sigma Sigma Foundation. 

Finally, our big philanthropy event of the 
semester—Phi Delt Philanthropy Fiesta—was 
held on April 19. At this event, the brother-
hood sold tacos and snow cones on the 
Arts Quad with all proceeds going to ALS. In 
addition to these events, I plan to organize 
a brotherhood-wide Habitat for Humanity 
build before the end of term. 

Jared Goldman ’14
Treasurer/Philanthropy 

Phi Delt Excels  
in Philanthropy

Brothers Continue to Shine in Academics
With the addition of an outstanding new 

Beta Gamma class, scholarship at NY Alpha 
has continued to excel. Our new members 
have demonstrated exemplary academic 
performance thus far and show great poten-
tial for the future. It is our expectation that 
this tradition of scholarship will continue for 
years and inspire even greater progress in 
future classes. Successful scholarship in the 
brotherhood continues to be due to individ-
ual ability and cooperation between broth-
ers. Numerous brothers have been inducted 
into campus honor societies in recognition 
of their achievements. Many brothers are en-
rolled in classes together, and it is a common 

sight to see groups gathered together in the 
library working on shared assignments. It is 
also common to overhear older brothers in 
the house mentoring newer ones on shared 
classes. Furthermore, the purchase of new 
computers for the chapter’s computer lab 
has provided an improved study environ-
ment and resources for academic pursuits. 
As our brotherhood has grown, it has grown 
in scholastic ability and achievement as well, 
and we are confident that this trend will con-
tinue in future semesters. 

Jesse Reynolds ’15
Scholarship Chairman 

A.J. Calvario ’14, Dominic Vergata ’14,  
and Evan Hernandez ’15 engage in some  

tomfoolery during winter formal. Brothers enjoy some bonding time.

Newly initiated brothers having some  
fun in the dining room.

Ben Dalusma ’15, Dominic Mendoza ’15,  
and Derrick Wang ’15 rediscover the art of  

conversation at our Super Bowl party.



“My wife, Helen, and I have been happily re-
siding at Concordia at Sumner for nine years,” 
reports Jerome M. Jenkins ’51. “I’ve slowed 
down a bit because of Parkinson’s and macu-
lar degeneration.” Reconnect with Jerome at 
1031 Edgemere Ct., #2, Copley, OH 44321; 
jjenkin@summerhome.com.

Joseph Hinsey IV ’53 was a partner of White & 
Case for many years (1957–1987), and he was 
later a professor at Harvard Business School 
until 1998, when he officially retired. Catch 
up with Joe by writing to 1010 Waltham St., 
Apt. H-299, Lexington, MA 02421.

Ridgely W. Harrison III ’74 can be reached 
via email at ridgelyh@yahoo.com.

“I had dinner in D.C. with Rick Burdett ’77 
and John Burliyano ’77,” reports Stanley 
E. Kolbe Jr. ’76. “Also attended a Cornell-
versus-Michigan hockey game in New York 
City. John Donnelly ’77 was also there to 
cheer on Big Red to a 5-1 win. Trying to 
get a group of 1976–1978 Phi Delts for 
2013 Homecoming.” Anyone interested 
in attending Homecoming, email Stan at 
skolbejr@verizon.net.

alumni send their news
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Kent Dirlam ’39
November 14, 2012

Albert C. Bean ’43
January 25, 2013

Philip C. Collins ’44
September 26, 2012

DECEASED
We regret to report the deaths of:

Published regu larly by the Phi Delta Theta Frater nity at Cornell University for its members and friends. Alumni news and pictures are always welcome. Please 
direct all communications to Alumni Records Of ce, Phi Delta Theta, P.O. Box 876, Ithaca, NY 14851-0876.

the cayugan

Phi Delta Theta has once again 
been successful in athletics. After a 
strong showing in the fall semester, our 
brotherhood returned in the spring se-
mester with the same high level of ath-
letic play. Our basketball team led by 
Thomas Burton ’13, Dan Dworakowski 
’14, and Dominic Mendoza ’15 finished 
with a 4-1 regular-season record and 
obtained the seventh seed for playoffs 
before ultimately falling short.

Brotherhood participation in bowl-
ing was at an all-time high as no fewer 
than 12 brothers enjoyed themselves at 
Helen Newman Lanes at least once this 
semester. Lucas Richichi ’16 also put up 
a strong showing in table tennis, mak-
ing it to the quarterfinals of the annual 
tournament. The brotherhood hopes to 
finish another strong year in intramu-
rals in tennis, softball, horseshoes, bad-
minton, and kickball once the weather 
improves. We hope that a strong finish 
gives us momentum for next year.

Dan Dworakowski ’14
Athletic Chairman

Participation in Athletics 
Is at an All-Time High

Ben Dalusma ’15 and Kristian Beall ’14 

Kristian Beall ’14, Eric Vina ’13, Jared Goldman 
’14, Cameron McConkey ’14, and a very elusive 

Brother Purnell ’14. 

Dominic Mendoza ’15, Michael Sullivan ’15,  
Andrew Prafder ’14, Alex Rodriguez ’14, and  
Jared Goldman ’14 at a local Ithaca eatery.

Evan De Luna ’16, Alex Zink ’16, and Krist  
Tase ’16 playing games in the Shields room.

Brothers spending time together in the TV room.


